Eternal Life
The bible says in John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”. From this scripture we understand that God sent Jesus not only to pay for the sins of the world and reconcile man to God but also to give him the gift of eternal life. Yet so many times as believers in Christ many preach and others receive Jesus as an escape from hell to heaven and never appropriate Gods provision of eternal life which was paid for by the death of Jesus on the cross. However when asked what is this eternal life? Many have responded rather confused or decided to simply state that eternal life is the ability to go to Heaven which is true yet far from the whole truth.
John 10:10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full (abundant life)”. From this scripture and the above we know that not only did Jesus prepare Heaven for his children but also want them to have abundant life knowing that Jesus has paid the price for our sins. Jesus gives us a beautiful definition of eternal life in John 17:2-3 “For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent”.

From this we understand that Jesus came into this world for 1) To wipe away our sin and 2) also to open access to the Father through a living relationship with his Son Jesus Christ. (Other scripture references Hebrews 10:19-23, 1 Timothy 2:5, Colossians 1:19-22). Jesus wants us to come to the knowledge of the one true God and his one and only Son Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. Many believers fall short of this rich everyday experience which Jesus has paid for by failing to enter into fellowship with the triune God on a daily basis. This abundant life which God talks about can only be satisfied by an intimate relationship with Jesus and the knowledge of his Word (Bible). Jesus said in John 6:57 – “Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me”. Jesus encourages his disciples to feed on him (the word-Bible) and live life in all its abundance. This is eternal life that the world may know the only living God and his son Jesus.

In the words of the apostle Paul as he wrote in Phillipians3:7-9 – “7But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him”. My dear reader if you have lost your joy, peace and happiness or find yourself always complaining, dissatisfied with life, envious and at strife; you may have accidentally backslidden or failed to appropriate this amazing gift of eternal life on earth which comes through a living relationship with Jesus the creator of the whole universe (John 1:1-3). 
The bile says in John 15:1-4 – “"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me (Jesus) and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me”. 
As we prepare to get started in this New Year (2009) make sure your #1 priority/decision would be to make this relationship with Jesus the center of your life. We can have eternal life now and forever more if we start by making Jesus the Lord of our lives.   

How do we have an intimate relationship with God? Simple remember the last time you had a relationship with someone you loved. 

3 Important steps to pursue a relationship.
1) You must know that the person is in love with you and has feelings for you. (Read Romans 5:6-8, Psalms 139:13-18)

2) You must spend time with that person to get to know them better. Find out what pleases them. (Read Ephesians 5:8-10, 2 Corinthians 6:14-16, 2Corinthians 5:17)
3) Make sure you talk to them everyday and tell them how grateful you are that they are a part of your life. Read Mathew 6:6, John 14:21.
God Bless 

Derrick Dsouza
